THE  LAST  YEARS   OF  GEOICES   MANDEt
Paris to replace them,29 Methods such as these inevitably won for
Mandel the dislike of his subordinates, but at the same time he became
very- popular with the public by raising the standard of radio pro-
grammes and improving the telephone and telegraph services.21
When Mandel agreed to join the Flandin cabinet, his acceptance of
the Ministry of Communications caused some surprise; it had been
expected that when he entered a government, it would be in a position
more important than that of a technical ministry.22 MandeFs isolated
position in Parliament, however, and his role as government critic had
removed him from consideration for cabinet position for so long that
he was in danger of being permanently excluded from power. France
was passing through a period of extreme crisis, during which discontent
with the regime, expressed in the growing strength of the anti-
Republican leagues, might lead to the demand for a strong hand in
the government. Unless Mandel soon demonstrated his ability and
impressed himself on the public mind, he would be unable to play a
major role when the critical moment came. It was said that "his entrance
in this ministry is symbolic. He intends to demonstrate there his
statesmanlike qualities in attacking a problem that he will perhaps find
again one day on a more important level: the reinforcement of authority
in a democratic regime." 2S There will be no "preventing public
attention from turning, as the situation becomes worse, towards men
who appear capable of taking extreme decisions. In this period of crisis
of the last 18 months, which has not yet reached its peak, the position
of Mandel is very comparable to that of his patron, Clemenceau, during
the war. The politicians are being used up little by little; the desire
for authority is growing. One day perhaps there will come a moment
when the parliamentarians and the members of the leagues together
will call on a man capable of controlling them. That day they will not
go to Mandel with enthusiasm, but they will look around them and
they will see no one else/* 24
Throughout 1935 Mandel remained at the Ministry of Communica-
tions under Flandin, Bouisson, and then under Laval who formed his
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